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Dear Shelter Rock Families, 
  
Welcome to the 2018-2019 school year at Shelter Rock School! I would like to thank the 
Manhasset community for such a warm welcome over these past several months. I have 
enjoyed meeting many of you this summer. I would like to extend a special thank you to 
Principal Robert Geczik for his dedicated service and support. I would also like to thank 
Assistant Principals Paulette Williams and Theresa Curry for their effort and commitment. I am 
eager to continue to build relationships with our students, families, staff and community partners 
throughout the year. 

  
Our theme for the upcoming year will be “Together.” We will continue to build on the 
Manhasset tradition of excellence together, providing our students with a holistic learning 
experience that includes a balance of academic and social emotional support. 
  
As such, we are proud to share several exciting initiatives as a result of our collaboration with 
district and community members.  
 
As you know, safety continues to be the district’s highest priority. Over the summer, we 
identified additional digital surveillance camera locations throughout the building in order to 
provide extra layers of security. Security vestibules are slated to be installed later this fall.  
 
We are phasing in state-of-the-art future ready classrooms that will provide our children with an 
environment that prepares them for participation in the 21st century global community.  These 
flexible spaces will allow for collaboration and problem-solving. 
 
In addition, we are very proud to launch the Columbia University Teachers College Reading 
Project in two kindergarten and two first-grade classrooms. This reading approach supports our 
students as they become avid and skilled readers, writers and inquirers. We look forward to 
expanding the program over the next few years. Our teachers and I have been receiving 
ongoing training to support a successful implementation. Thank you to our teachers for 
embracing this initiative. 
 
On a monthly basis, I will be hosting “Coffee with the Principal.” This event will be an opportunity 
for us to connect in an informal way as a parent and school leader. All parents and guardians 
are welcomed to attend. Dates and times will be announced. 
 
The first day of school, September 4th, is a half day for first through sixth graders (8:25 AM-
11:55 AM).  Kindergarteners come in by appointment only on this day. For first through sixth 
graders, the buses will leave Shelter Rock at 11:55 AM.   
 
Have a safe, relaxing, and fun rest of the summer. I look forward to seeing all of you and 
working together this year.  
  
Sincerely, 

  
Richard Roder 


